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public could go in this House, in this
American economy that we have. Just
think how many more of these nec-
essary programs that we are called
upon to support could be engaged in
and provided.

Now, I come from the great State of
New Jersey, a State that oftentimes
has to look to the core and to the Fed-
eral Government for various programs
to provide for the health and safety of
the citizens of not only my district but
my State as well.

Think for a moment how much fur-
ther we would be able to go in pro-
viding these services to the State in
my district and my county, and
through the State of New Jersey as
well. Think of how much further we
could go if we could be able to provide
these services in a more economical
and efficient basis.

The amendment before us does that.
It will allow for the operation of the
Federal Government to engage itself
the same way as a small business does,
the same way as a family budget does.

Closing then, bringing this all back
to my opening comments with regard
to what we have seen at the beginning
of the process with the Democrat budg-
et and what we have seen in the past
several weeks with regard to the larg-
est tax increase for the American fam-
ily in U.S. history, what this amend-
ment will do is drive down the pressure
on this government to raise taxes on
the backs of American families.

Mr. CAMPBELL of California. Mr.
Chairman, I move to strike the last
word.

Mr. Chairman, I was not going to
speak on this amendment. I was some-
what encouraged by the silence on the
other side of the aisle when it origi-
nally came out.

But then when the majority party in-
dicated that they are going to oppose
this amendment, I have to stand up
and say just, at least, one thing. We
are going to have some amendment de-
bates later today about how much
money to spend on various programs
and how much to spend on various
things and how much to spend overall
on this bill, whether we should be
spending more of the taxpayers’ money
on things or less of the taxpayers’
money on things.

We are going to have that debate
today and tomorrow and the next day,
and there are certainly disagreements
between the majority side and the mi-
nority side on those issues as to wheth-
er we should tax people more and spend
their money or tax people less and let
them spend their own money.

But, interestingly, this amendment
isn’t about that. This amendment
doesn’t change the funding in the bill.
It simply says we ought to have a
mechanism to make the money that’s
there go farther.

I really don’t understand why my
Democratic colleagues would have
some ideological objection to that. If
we are going to spend a certain amount
of money on a program, regardless of
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what that program does, couldn’t we
all agree that we would like it to do as
much as it can with that amount of
money?

Certainly, if we allow private con-
tractors, or contractors, the oppor-
tunity to say, hey, we can do this thing
for less money, and we can do the same
thing, and the agency determines that
it’s the same thing for less money,
wouldn’t we want them to do that?

This, actually, is not about spending
less money. We will get to that later.
But this is about having the money we
spend go farther.

I mean, it’s just like for people, Mr.
Chairman, that are watching at home,
imagining that, well, I am going to go
out and, you know, get dry cleaning
today, but I don’t care how much it
costs, and I don’t care if the place next
door does it cheaper, and they are
every bit as good or better. I don’t
care, I am going to use the more expen-
sive place because we are not going to
make competition.

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Would the gen-
tleman yield? I have an inquiry of the
Chair.

The Acting CHAIRMAN (Mr. PoM-
EROY). Does the gentleman from Cali-
fornia yield to the gentleman?

Mr. CAMPBELL of California. I will
yield.

The Acting CHAIRMAN. The gen-
tleman from Indiana is recognized.

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Is it correct to ref-
erence people watching House pro-
ceedings on television, or are we not
supposed to do that?

Mr. CAMPBELL of California. Mr.
Chairman, I believe that I clearly said,
“Mr. Chairman, people who see this
may wonder.”

The Acting CHAIRMAN. The gen-
tleman will address his remarks to the
Chair.

Mr. CAMPBELL of California. I did, I
believe. Thank you.

Mr. Chairman, whether it’s you, or
anyone in this room or whoever, we
have money that we spend on things,
and we like to shop to see if we are get-
ting the best price, getting the same
product or as good a product or a bet-
ter product for the best price. That’s
what this amendment says, is that
we’re going to allow people to shop or
get the better product for the best
price.

Mr. Chairman, it is beyond me why
the majority party would object to
something so sensible, so reasonable in
being a steward of the taxpayers’ dol-
lars.

The Acting CHAIRMAN. The ques-
tion is on the amendment offered by
the gentleman from Texas (Mr. SES-
SIONS).

The question was taken; and the Act-
ing Chairman announced that the noes
appeared to have it.

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Chairman, I de-
mand a recorded vote.

The Acting CHAIRMAN. Pursuant to
clause 6 of rule XVIII, further pro-
ceedings on the amendment offered by
the gentleman from Texas will be post-
poned.

H6695

The Committee will rise informally.

The Speaker pro tempore (Mr.
SERRANO) assumed the chair.
——

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

A message in writing from the Presi-
dent of the United States was commu-
nicated to the House by Ms. Wanda
Evans, one of his secretaries.

The SPEAKER pro tempore.
Committee will resume its sitting.

——

ENERGY AND WATER DEVELOP-
MENT AND RELATED AGENCIES
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2008

The Committee resumed its sitting.
The Acting CHAIRMAN. The Clerk
will read.
The Clerk read as follows:
TITLE II—DEPARTMENT OF THE
INTERIOR

CENTRAL UTAH PROJECT
CENTRAL UTAH PROJECT COMPLETION ACCOUNT

For carrying out activities authorized by
the Central Utah Project Completion Act (ti-
tles II through VI of Public Law 102-575),
$41,380,000, to remain available until ex-
pended, of which $976,000 shall be deposited
into the Utah Reclamation Mitigation and
Conservation Account for use by the Utah
Reclamation Mitigation and Conservation
Commission.

In addition, for necessary expenses in-
curred in carrying out related responsibil-

The

ities of the Secretary of the Interior,
$1,620,000, to remain available until ex-
pended.

BUREAU OF RECLAMATION

The following appropriations shall be ex-
pended to execute authorized functions of
the Bureau of Reclamation:

WATER AND RELATED RESOURCES
(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS)

For management, development, and res-
toration of water and related natural re-
sources and for related activities, including
the operation, maintenance, and rehabilita-
tion of reclamation and other facilities, par-
ticipation in fulfilling related Federal re-
sponsibilities to Native Americans, and re-
lated grants to, and cooperative and other
agreements with, State and local govern-
ments, federally recognized Indian tribes,
and others, $871,197,000, to remain available
until expended, of which $57,615,000 shall be
available for transfer to the Upper Colorado
River Basin Fund and $26,825,000 shall be
available for transfer to the Lower Colorado
River Basin Development Fund; of which
such amounts as may be necessary may be
advanced to the Colorado River Dam Fund;
of which not more than $500,000 is for high
priority projects which shall be carried out
by the Youth Conservation Corps, as author-
ized by section 106 of Public Law 91-378 (16
U.S.C. 1706): Provided, That such transfers
may be increased or decreased within the
overall appropriation under this heading:
Provided further, That of the total appro-
priated, the amount for program activities
that can be financed by the Reclamation
Fund or the Bureau of Reclamation special
fee account established by section 4(i) of the
Land and Water Conservation Fund Act of
1965 (16 U.S.C. 4601-6a(i)) shall be derived
from that Fund or account: Provided further,
That funds contributed under the Act of
March 4, 1921 (43 U.S.C. 395) are available
until expended for the purposes for which
contributed: Provided further, That funds ad-
vanced under the Act of January 12, 1927 (43
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